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tional In the age of the Guptas, however, from their epigraphic
records it may be seen how their administration was broadly divided
into four main divisions or departments : civil, revenue and police,
military and judicial pertaining to the spheres of the central,
provinical and local spheres of administration,

1.   Civil Officers

,j                            '/

Among  the civil   officers,   after the   Rajapnntsa,   the  Rajani/aka

and the ficljapulra, those next in importance were probably the
Rajamalya (the Counsellor of the king), the MulwpraiihCira (the Great
Chamberlain or the Door-Keeper) the Mihasarttfihia (the Great
Feudatory) and the Mahukumaramfitya (the Great Counsellor to
the prince or the heir-apparent)* But unfortunately little is known
about the duties of any of these high officials except about
the Mahapratthclra* If the officer ICancuki^ interpreted to mean the
Chamberlain, mentioned in the works of Kalidasa, can be equated
with the MalulpraiiMra of the Gupta records, or at least, an officer
corresponding to Ms status, then it may be inferred that he had
to look after the inner apartments of the king's women, that he
had a staff of office and that he had to report to the king the
arrival of persons who sought his audience.1 His duties in the
ladies' apartments must have been rather exacting.*2

In the times of Harsa some more ligbt can be thrown on the
nature of the duties of the Chamberlain. He had to maintain the order
of the women's apartments, guard against stumbling at every step by
the guidance of a staff, maintain the order of towns within and guard
them against steps by the administration of justice.3

The duties of the others will remain speculative until further
research can throw more light on them. As their official titles sug-
gest, the Hdjamutya must have acted as an adviser to the king{ the
Mahcisaminta, a feudatory title, in some cases denoting equal rank
T\7ith Maharaja and MaJiakumaramatya, must have served in a similar
capacity either to the princes or the heir-apparent. Along with these
is mentioned the official Rajdsthdnn/a, who, as his designation
implies, was either an officer who belonged to the king's abode,

1  Sa&*t Act V, 3, p. 65:  acara itycwaUtena maya grliiiS yo vP
rfijnah*
2  C/. FiL, Act III, pp. 73-74; Mndra., Act III, p. 44.
s Haifa, PriyadarsiM, Act III, p. 49, text, p. 48:
antahpurUnam viMtdvyamsthah pade pads *ham skalitmi raksan
jarfititrah samprati dandanltyn sarvam nrpasya 'mikar&mi